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GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE 

 
Resolution No. 107-OMI-264-DGMM           Panama, October 20, 2023 
 

THE UNDERSIGNED GENERAL DIRECTOR OF THE 
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE 

in use of the powers conferred by Law, 
 

CONSIDERING: 

 
That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority 

is created, unifying the different maritime powers of the public administration and 
serving as the Supreme Authority of the Republic of Panama to exercise rights 
and comply with responsibilities of the Panamanian State within the criterion of 

International Agreements, and other laws and regulations in force. 
 

That Law No. 2 of January 17, 1980, in its Article 2, paragraph 5, establishes that 
it corresponds to the General Directorate of Consular and Ships, currently the 
General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the Maritime Authority of Panama, to 

“Ensure strict compliance with the legal standards of navigability, safety, hygiene 
and pollution prevention of the marine environment by Panamanian vessels 

wherever they are located and those of any nationality that are in Panama 
jurisdictional waters, as well as for the development orderly navigation in these 
waters and sanction violations and non-compliance with such regulations.” 

 
That Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, in its Article 4, paragraph 6, 

establishes as a function of the Panama Maritime Authority, “Ensure strict 
compliance with the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea, 1982 and in the other international treaties, conventions and 
instruments ratified by Panama in relation to the Maritime Sector.” 
 

That Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, in its Article 187, which modifies Article 30, 
paragraph 3 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establishes as a function 

of the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, “ Study, propose, coordinate and 
execute the measures, actions and strategies that are necessary to maintain the 
competitiveness of the National Merchant Marine.” 

 
That Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, in its Article 187, which modifies Article 30, 

paragraph 14 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establishes as a function 
of the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, “To ensure strict compliance and 
effective application of the legal regulations in force in the Republic of Panama, 

international conventions, codes or guidelines on maritime safety, pollution 
prevention and maritime security of its ships. 

 
That Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, in its Article 187, which modifies Article 30, 
paragraph 25 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establishes as a function 

of the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, “ To execute the functions of the 
Flag State and enforce on Panamanian and foreign registered vessels in 

jurisdictional waters the national legal standards and those that are part of the 
current international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama, referring to 
maritime safety, navigational safety, maritime protection and the prevention and 

control of pollution at sea, as well as the international guidelines and codes 
related to the Flag State.” 

 
Likewise, item 5 of Article 30 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, as 
modified by Article 187 of Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, establishes that it is a 

function of the General Directorate of Merchant Marine to dictate the regulations, 
standards and technical procedures or 
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administrative procedures for the registration and issuance of technical 
documentation of ships.     

                                                                                                         
That the Republic of Panama approved The Hong Kong International Convention 
for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009, through Law 

No. 28 of July 1, 2016, which provides for Regulation 5 – Inventory of potentially 
hazardous materials. dangerous materials, establishing that each new ship will 

have on board an inventory of potentially dangerous materials, verified by the 
Administration or recognized Organization authorized by it. 
 

That the Parliament and the Council of the European Union adopted Regulation 
(EU) No. 1257/2013, relating to the recycling of ships, on November 20, 2013, 

which among its objectives has the prompt implementation of The Hong Kong 
International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of 
Ships, to prevent, reduce, minimize, and eliminate as far as possible accidents, 

injuries and other adverse effects on human health and the environment caused 
by the activity of ship recycling, among the members of the European Union and 

third countries, through the proportional application of controls to ships and ship 
recycling facilities in accordance with The Hong Kong Convention, 2009. 
 

That in such Regulation of the European Union includes, among some of its 
fundamental aspects, that every ship from a member country of the European 

Union or from third countries, understood as such, non-members of the European 
Union, that arrive at ports of countries members of the European Union, must 

have an inventory of hazardous materials and a declaration of conformity duly 
issued after verification of the inventory by the Competent Authority of the flag 
State of the ship or the Recognized Organization authorized by the Flag State of 

the ship. 
 

That the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), through Resolution MEPC.269 (68) of May 15, 
2015, adopted the 2015 Guidelines for the preparation of the inventory of 

potentially hazardous materials. 
 

That the Panama Maritime Authority adopted in advance regulation 5 on 
Inventory of Potentially Hazardous Materials, established in The Hong Kong 
International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of 

Ships, 2009 through Resolution No. 107-OMI-236-DGMM of June 19, 2020. 
 

That the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), through Resolution MEPC.379(80) of July 7, 2023, 
adopted the 2023 Guidelines for the preparation of the inventory of potentially 

hazardous materials and taking into consideration what the Convention prescribes 
in regulations 5.1 and 5.2, that ships will have on board an inventory of 

potentially hazardous materials prepared and verified, taking into account such 
guidelines developed by the Organization, including threshold values and 
exemptions contained in these guidelines. 

 
That Resolution MEPC.379 (80) of July 7, 2023 replaces the guidelines adopted 

by Resolution MEPC.269 (68) of May 15, 2015. 
 
Taking into consideration that the European Union Regulation came into force as 

of January 1, 2021, making compliance mandatory for ships from member 
countries and third countries that arrive at ports of the European Union, which 

will affect our ships that call at such ports and based on the degree of 
commitment as a serious and responsible Maritime Administration with its clients 
and the international maritime community, offering a flag state service of 

excellence and benefits as an international Merchant Registry, it is necessary to 
update the relevant international instruments to Regulation 5 on Inventory of 

Potentially Hazardous Materials, established in The Hong Kong International 
Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009, 

therefore, 
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RESOLVES: 

 
 
FIRST:                              TO ADOPT the provisions established in 

Resolution MEPC.379(80) of July 7, 2023, 
relative to the 2023 Guidelines for the 

preparation of the inventory of potentially 
hazardous materials. 

 

SECOND:                               TO APPLY the implementation of regulation 5 
on Inventory of Potentially Hazardous 

Materials, established in The Hong Kong 
International Convention for the Safe and 
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 

2009, as well as the Guidelines adopted by 
Resolution MEPC.379(80) of 7 July 2023, to 

the extent feasible, to vessels of the Panama 
Flag Registry that arrive at any port in the 
European Union, unifying existing practices 

and regulations as appropriate in such region. 
 

THIRD:                            GIVE INSTRUCTIONS to the Recognized 
Organizations duly authorized by the Republic 

of Panama, which must verify and certify that 
the vessels to which this Resolution applies 
comply with the requirement of carrying on 

board Part I of the inventory of potentially 
hazardous materials required by the rule. 5 of 

the Hong Kong Convention, 2009 and that 
such inventory meet the requirements of this 
Convention. The inventory of potentially 

hazardous materials must be prepared by a 
qualified expert and in accordance with the 

Guidelines adopted by Resolution MEPC.379 
(80) of July 7, 2023, and subsequently 
verified by Recognized Organizations before 

the issuance of a Provisional Declaration of 
Compliance on the Inventory of Potentially 

Hazardous Materials on behalf of the 
Government of the Republic of Panama. Such 
Provisional Declaration of Compliance will fit 

to the format established in Appendix 3 of the 
Hong Kong Convention, 2009, and the 

sections established in such Appendix, 
relating to the applicable endorsements for 
regulations 11.6, 11.7, 11.8, 11.9, as well as 

for the endorsement of additional recognition. 
 

FOURTH:                                   TO ESTABLISH that the Recognized 
Organizations duly authorized by the Republic 
of Panama, must issue the Provisional 

Declaration of Compliance on the Inventory of 
Potentially Hazardous Materials valid for five 

(5) months, starting from the date on which 
the recognition of the vessel is completed 
when applicable, in accordance with 

regulation 10 of duly authorized, 2009. 
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Additionally, a copy of Part I of the inventory 
of potentially hazardous materials required by 

regulation 5 of the Hong Kong Convention, 
2009 must be submitted, as well as the 
corresponding inspection report. This 

documentation must be sent to the General 
Directorate of Merchant Marine of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, to process the issuance of 
a Declaration of Compliance on the Inventory 
of Potentially Hazardous Materials, valid for a 

period that will not exceed the date of entry 
into force of The Hong Kong International 

Convention for the Safe and Environmentally 
Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009, in 
accordance with the provisions of regulation 

14.2. 
 

FIFTH: The General Directorate of Merchant Marine 
may regulate the content of the provisions of 
this Resolution or establish relevant 

interpretation criteria through Circulars or 
inform through Merchant Marine Notices. 

                                               
SIXTH:  Communicate the content of this Resolution to 

the Recognized Organizations duly authorized 
by the Republic of Panama, owners, ship-
owners, captains and resident agents of the 

ships registered in the Panama Ship Registry. 
 

SEVENTH: This Resolution repeals any previous provision 
that is contrary to it. 

 

EIGHTH: This Resolution will come into effect upon its 
publication in the Official Gazette. 

  
 
LEGAL BASIS:    Law No. 2 of January 17, 1980. 

     Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998. 
     Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008. 

     Law No. 17 of November 9, 1981. 
     Law No. 1 of October 25, 1983 
     Law No. 28 of July 1, 2016. 

 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNICATE AND ENFORCE, 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Rafael N. Cigarruista G. 
General Director of Merchant Marine 

 

 
 
 
 
RNCG/SD/JMBC/MR 


