
 

 

 

 

Panama Maritime Authority 

General Directorate of Merchant Marine 

Control and Compliance Department 

 
MERCHANT MARINE CIRCULAR MMC-177 

 
To: Masters of Panamanian Flagged Vessels, Recognized Organizations, Port 

State Control Authorities 

 
Subject: Oil Record Book for oil tankers of less than 150GRT 

 
Reference: Law No. 17 of November 9, 1981, adopting the International Convention for 

the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), 1973. 

Law No. 1 of October 25, 1983, adopting the International Convention for 

the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), Protocol 1978. 

Law No. 30 of March 26, 2003, adopting the International Convention for the 

Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), Protocol 1997. 

Regulation 36, Annex I MARPOL 73/78 Oil Record Book, Part II – 

Cargo/ballast operations. 

 
 

1. As established in Regulation 36.9 of Annex I, MARPOL 73/78, it is responsibility of the 

Administration to develop an appropriate Oil Record Book for oil tankers of less than 

150 GRT, operating in accordance with regulation 34.6 of Annex I of the same 

Convention. 

 
2. Taking into consideration that the requirements of regulations 29, 31 and 32 of Annex I 

MARPOL 73/78 shall not apply to oil tankers of less than 150 gross tonnage, for which 

the control of oil discharge shall be performed by the retention of oil on board with 

subsequent discharge of all contaminated washings to reception facilities; that the total 

quantity of oil and water used for washing and returned to a storage tank shall be 

discharged to reception facilities unless adequate arrangements are made to ensure 

that any effluent, which is allowed to be discharged into the sea is effectively 

monitored; this Administration requires that all oil tanker of less than 150 GRT shall 

have onboard the Panamanian official Oil Record Book and Emissions. 

 
3. Based on the previous paragraphs, this Administration instructs to record on Part II of 

the Panamanian Official Oil Record Book and Emissions, all the operations carried out 

on board of oil tankers of less than 150 GRT in order to control the discharge of oil. 

This should be done by filling out the applicable items from the list provided in Part II of 

the Oil Record Book and Emissions. 
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October, 2023 – CANCELLED by MMC 215. 

December, 2021 – References were updated and on paragraphs 2 & 3 the name of the 

record book was updated to “Oil Record Book and Emissions”.. 

August, 2008. 

 
 

Inquiries concerning the subject of this Merchant Marine Circular or any other request 

should be forward to: 

 
SEGUMAR Panama 

General Directorate of Merchant Marine 

Panama Maritime Authority 

 
Phone: (507) 501-5363/5362/5350/5348 

E-mail: segumar.headoffice@segumar.com 

Website: https://panamashipregistry.com/circulars/ 
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