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GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE 
 

 
Resolution No.107-OMI-232-DGMM                                      Panama, May 15, 2020 

 

 
THE UNDERSIGNED GENERAL DIRECTOR OF THE 

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE 
in use of his powers conferred by Law, 

 

CONSIDERING: 
 

That by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority is 
created, and among its functions assigned is to, recommend policies and actions, exercise 
acts of administration, and enforce the legal and regulatory standards regarding the 

Maritime Sector. 
 

That Article 4, item 7 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, indicates that the 
Panama Maritime Authority has the role of evaluating and proposing to the Executive 

Branch and other state entities, which may require it, the measures necessary for the 
adoption of international treaties and conventions regarding the activities performed 
within the Maritime Sector. 

 
That Article 2, item 5 of Law No. 2 of January 17, 1980, establishes that it corresponds to 

the General Directorate of Consular and Ships, currently the General Directorate of 
Merchant Marine of the Panama Maritime Authority, “To ensure the strict compliance of 
the legal regulations on navigation, security, hygiene and the prevention of the marine 

environment pollution by Panamanian vessels wherever they may be and those of any 
other nationality found in Panama territorial waters, as well as the orderly development of 

navigation in these waters and the sanctions for violating and breaching of these rules." 
 
That Article 187 of Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, General Law of Merchant Marine, which 

modifies Article 30, item 14 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, establishes as a 
function of the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, “ To ensure strict compliance and 

the effective application of the current legal regulations in the Republic of Panama, 
international conventions, codes or guidelines on maritime safety, pollution prevention 
and maritime protection of its ships.” 

 
That the Republic of Panama adopted the International Convention for the Prevention of 

Pollution from Ships, 1973, through Law No. 17 of November 9, 1981 and its Protocol of 
1978 (MARPOL 73/78), through Law No. 1 of 25 of October 1983 and its Protocol of 1997, 
through Law No. 30 of March 26, 2003. 

 
That Article 16 of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 

1973, together with Article VI of the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78 Convention), and 
Article 4 of the 1997 Protocol that amends the Convention, stipulates that it may be 
amended after examination by the Maritime Organization International (IMO) or through a 

Conference from the Signatory States. 
 

That the Marine Environment Protection Committee of the International Maritime 
Organization, through Resolution MEPC.177(58) of October 10, 2008, adopted the 
Technical Code on Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines, in 

its revised version (NOx Technical Code 2008) 
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which is mandatory in accordance with regulation 13 of Annex VI of the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL Convention). 

 
That through Resolution No. 106-OMI-79-DGMM of June 29, 2010, this General 

Directorate of Merchant Marine, decided to adopt the amendments established in 
Resolution MEPC.177(58) of October 10, 2008, referring to the Technical Code on Control 
of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines (NOx Technical Code 2008), 

applicable since July 1, 2010. 
 

That the Marine Environment Protection Committee of the International Maritime 
Organization, through Resolution MEPC.317(74) of May 17, 2019, adopted amendments to 
the Technical Code on Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines 

(NOx Technical Code 2008), on the electronic record books and certification requirements 
for SCR systems, which will enter into force on October 1, 2020. 

 
That to ensure the effectiveness and control of the Panama Maritime Administration in the 

implementation of the amendments to the provisions established in the Technical Code on 
Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines (NOx Technical Code 
2008), it is necessary for the General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the Panama 

Maritime Authority to keep updated the mandatory instruments of which the Republic of 
Panama is signatory, therefore, 

 
 

RESOLVES: 

 
 

FIRST:   TO ADOPT the amendments established in Resolution 
MEPC.317(74) of May 17, 2019, referred to the 
Technical Code on Control of Emission of Nitrogen 

Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines (NOx Technical 
Code 2008), on the electronic record books and 

certification requirements for SCR systems, through 
the exact adoption of the Resolution described above. 
 

SECOND: TO APPLY the amendments established to Resolution 
MEPC.317(74) of May 17, 2019, referred to the 

Technical Code on Control of Emission of Nitrogen 
Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines (NOx Technical 
Code 2008), on the electronic record books and 

certification requirements for SCR systems, to the 
Panama registry vessels, combining existing practices 

as appropriate. 
 
THIRD:  The General Directorate of Merchant Marine may 

regulate the content of the provisions of this 
Resolution, or establish relevant interpretation criteria 

through Circulars. 
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FOURTH: The Recognized Organizations accepted by the 

Republic of Panama, at the time of issuing the 

corresponding certificates, must comply with the 
amendments established in Resolution MEPC.317(74) 

of May 17, 2019, referred to the Technical Code on 
Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides from Marine 
Diesel Engines (NOx Technical Code 2008), on the 

electronic record books and certification requirements 
for SCR systems, and other legal provisions issued by 

the Panama Maritime Administration. 
 
FIFTH:  Communicate the content of this Resolution to the 

Recognized Organizations authorized by the Republic 
of Panama, owners, shipowners, captains and resident 

agents of the vessels registered in the Panama Ship 
Registry. 

 
SIXTH: This Resolution revokes any previous resolution that is 

contrary to it. 

 
SEVENTH:  This Resolution will take effect at the time of its 

signature. 
 
 

LEGAL BASIS:            Law No. 2 of January 17, 1980. 
     Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998. 

     Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008. 
     Law No. 17 of November 9, 1981. 
        Law No. 1 of October 25, 1983 

        Law No. 30 of March 26, 2003. 
 

 
 
    COMMUNICATE AND ACCOMPLISH, 

 
 

 
 

Eng. Rafael N. Cigarruista G. 

              General Director of Merchant Marine 
 

 

 
RNCG/SD/JMB/ES 


