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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 042-2020 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its legal powers, and 

WHEREAS: 

 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, and the different maritime 

competencies of the public administration were unified.   

 

The Directorate-General of Seafarers is in the Panama Maritime Authority’s organization structure, a body 

of administrative services and program execution, whose functioning and internal organization adjusts to the 

provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and in addition, to the regulations enacted to develop 

the latter.   

 

According to numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, has among its functions to ensure the compliance of current 

legal regulations in regards of education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, in 

accordance with the established in the international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

By Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama became part of the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended). 

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

1978, as amended, (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in Article 1 about General Obligations under 

the Convention, sets forth that the Parties undertake to enact all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and 

to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to 

ensure that, from the point of view of safety of human life and property at sea and the protection of the 

marine environment, seafarers aboard ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

Said Convention sets forth in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the training and assessment 

of seafarers prescribed by the Convention, are administered, supervised and monitored; and that those 

responsible for training and assessing the competency of seafarers prescribed by the Convention, are duly 

qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, pursuant to the provisions of Section A-

I/6 of the STCW Code. 

 

Said Convention sets forth in Regulation I/8 that each Party shall ensure that in accordance with the 

provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, 

including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation activities carried out by non-governmental 

agencies or entities under its authority, are monitored at all times through a quality standards system to 

ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those concerning qualifications and experience of 

instructors and assessors; and where governmental agencies or entities perform such activities, there shall 

be a quality standards system. 

 

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998, which regulates the work at sea and waterways, among other 

provisions, states in its Article 6 that the Panama Maritime Authority is the competent body to ensure the 

strict observance, and effective implementation of the standards of training, certification and watchkeeping 

of seafarers, set forth in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended.  

   

Resolution No. J.D.-017-2019 of May 3, 2019 subrogates Resolution No. J.D.-003-2015 of January 27, 

2015 as amended by Resolution No. J.D.-014-2016 of February 24, 2016 and any contrary provisions, 

which sets the fees for national and foreign Marine Training Centers, for authorization and approval of 

programs and training courses taught, the addition of courses, the issuance of certificates of courses taught 
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by authorized Marine Training Centers, and sets the fees to be charged for technical documentation and 

related services provided by the Directorate-General of Seafarers, concerning seafarers of Panamanian and 

foreign nationalities serving aboard Panamanian registry vessels in national and international waters. 

 

Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011 adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and Annex 1 of 

Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25, 2010 by the 2010 Manila Amendments to the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended 

(1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and its STCW Code, respectively. 

 

Resolution No. ADM-096-2019 of June 05, 2019, approved the statutes ruling the Maritime Training Centers 

with head office in the Republic of Panama or abroad and their branches, to whom the training of seafarers 

is delegated on behalf of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

That with the purpose to regulate the administrative dispositions of the Panama Maritime Authority, in what 

is related to the established tariffs to the services that are provided by the Directorate-General of Seafarers; 

in order to promote the mechanisms to encourage the training of seafarers and the competitiveness of our 

national merchant marine, it is necessary to update the current regulations concerning these matters. 

 

That the article 30 of the Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998 modified by the article 187 of the Law No. 

57 of August 6, 2008, establishes that belongs to the Directorate-General of Merchant Marine, beside other 

functions, to execute the administrative acts related to the registry of vessels in the National Merchant 

Marine, as well as the establishment of the procedure to attend the process of vessel´s documentation, the 

charge of the services and the control measurements for an optimum and efficient service; to propose and 

recommend the taxes, rates and other charges to be paid by the vessels registered in the national merchant 

marine; to veil for the strict compliance and the effective application of the current juridical regulations in the 

Republic of Panama, international conventions, codes and guidelines of maritime safety, prevention of 

contamination and maritime protection of their vessels.  

 

The EIGHTH article of Resolution No. J.D.-017-2019 of May 3, 2019, amended the NINTH article of 

Resolution No. J.D.-064-2010 of July 22, 2010, to eliminate the additional charge for reviewing and handling 

documentation, for the sum of ONE HUNDRED UNITED STATES DOLLARS (USD$100.00), for the 

issuance of any other technical certificate duly authorized by the Directorate-General of Merchant Marine or 

through the SEGUMAR Office in a Private Consulate of Merchant Marine, whereof the sum of FIFTY 

UNITED STATES DOLLARS (USD$50.00) is withheld by the Consul to whom it was presented, evaluated, 

processed and issued, in respect of fees for this service and the rest must be remitted as additional revenue 

to the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

The latter provision could not be implemented because, in order to be effective, it was necessary to update 

the Merchant Marine Circular which communicates to users the sum of technical documentary services to 

ships, and for this purpose, the monthly historical number of technical certificates to which the additional 

charge referred to in the NINTH article of Resolution No. J.D.-064-2010 of July 22, 2010, was applied, 

should be taken into account, to generate an assessment of the effect such elimination would have on 

consular collections. 

 

Through the Circular of Resolutions and Consultations of the Directorate-General of Merchant Marine of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, dated December 3, 2019, said information was requested from the Private 

Consulates of Merchant Marine, resident agents and users of the ship registry, to submit this issue to be 

reassessed by the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

The information provided by the Private Consulates of Merchant Marine shows that there would be a 

significant loss in monthly collections if the elimination of the above charge is implemented, especially when 

a substitute income has not been adopted to support the elimination of revenue to the State. 
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The situation generated by the coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic could cause a noticeable decrease 

in collections, so it is not possible to eliminate said charge by issuing any other technical certificate duly 

authorized by the Directorate-General of Merchant Marine or through the Office of SEGUMAR in a Private 

Consulate of Merchant Marine. For these reasons, the collection of the sum of ONE HUNDRED UNITED 

STATES DOLLARS (USD$100.00) for the issuance of any other technical certificate duly authorized by the 

Directorate-General of Merchant Marine or through the Office of SEGUMAR in a Private Consulate of 

Merchant Marine, must be validated.  

 

That in virtue of Article No. 18 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 26, 1998, it belongs to the Board of 

Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority to structure, to rule, to determine, to set, to change and to 

impose taxes and tariffs for the services rendered by the Authority,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

FIRST: TO SET the fee of ONE THOUSAND BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.1,000.00) nonrefundable, for the 

applications to be authorized as Maritime Training Center with domicile in the Republic of Panama or 

abroad and its branches, and the approval of training programs and courses. 

 

SECOND: TO SET a fee of FIVE BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.5.00) for each Certificate issued by the 

provisionally or permanent authorized Maritime Training Centers, in concept of the training courses dictated 

for the certification of seafarers, in compliance of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (STCW´78 Convention, amended), the 

Maritime Labor Convention, 2006 (MLC, 2006), based in the OMI model courses, and any other course to 

be approved by the Directorate-General of Seafarers and dictated by the authorized Maritime Training 

Centers. 

 

In the same way must pay this fee of FIVE BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.5.00), the Maritime Training 

Centers, authorized provisionally or permanent, for each certificate issued in the name of the Republic of 

Panama as consequence of any of the following delegations: 

 

1. Previous Documentary Evaluation. 

2. Evaluation of the competence of national and foreigners.  

3. Any other delegation given through an administrative resolution. 

 

The payment of this fee must be done on a monthly basis before the Panama Maritime Authority, together 

with delivery of the respective monthly report of the certificates issued. 

 

THIRD:  TO SET the fee of ONE HUNDRED BALBOAS (B/.100.00), for each program or training course 

that the Maritime Training Center authorized or in process of being authorized, would aspire to add.  

 

FOURTH: It is mandatory for the Marine Training Centers to submit a monthly report to the Directorate-

General of Seafarers, within the first five (5) business days of the following month, with a list of total courses 

taught and a list of participants, and to pay the fee for the certificates issued according to said monthly 

report, bearing in mind that this procedure is auditable. 

 

FIFTH: The Directorate-General of Seafarers will not recognize the certificates issued by the Maritime 

Training Centers that have not being registered and reported before this General Directorate. 

 

SIXTH:  The Directorate-General of Seafarers can apply administrative and pecuniary penalties to the 

authorized Maritime Training Centers, in case of non-compliance with the payment of the fees established 

in the present resolution, or in the case of having collected from the seafarer or officer the respective 

certificate without proceeding with the sending of the report and the payment of the corresponding fee. 



No.29018                                                         Digital Official Gazette, Wednesday May 06th, 2020                                                                       4 

 
Resolution J.D.-No.042-2020 
PMA – Directorate-General of Seafarers Fees 
Panama, April 27, 2020  
Page 4 of 5  

 

SEVENTH: To empower the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, to exonerate from the 

payment of the fees established in the articles FIRST, SECOND and THIRD of the present resolution, to 

those state educational institutions with domicile in the Republic of Panama or abroad, when requested by 

them. 

 

For the achievement of these exemptions, Bilateral Cooperation Agreements will be signed, in order to 

promote the training of our seafarers, our collaborators and the competitiveness of our merchant marine. 

 

EITGHTH: TO MODIFY the article ninth of the Resolution J.D.-No.064-2010 of July 22, 2010, modified by 

Resolution J.D.-No.040-2014 of November 12, 2014 and J.D.-No.017-2019 of May 3, 2019 , which will 

remain as follows: 

 

“ARTICLE NINTH: Any application submitted abroad through the Consulates, Technical Offices, or 

any office authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, will be subject to an additional charge for 

reviewing and handling of the documentation related to the certification of Seafarers of TWENTY 

DOLLARS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (USD $ 20.00), sum that will be reflected in the 

receipt issued to the crew member and that is given to the interested party at the moment of payment 

of the request. From this additional charge the value of TEN AMERICAN DOLLARS (USD $ 10.00) 

will be retained by the Consul before whom the application was submitted and processed in concept 

of  service fees and the rest shall be remitted as additional collection to the Maritime Authority of 

Panama. 

 

The increase in the above fee, as "additional charge for reviewing and handling documentation 

related to the certification of Seafarers", shall apply six (6) months after the entry into force of this 

Resolution. 

 

Similarly, there will be an additional charge for reviewing and handling documentation, of the sum of 

ONE HUNDRED UNITED STATES DOLLARS (USD $100.00), for the issuance of any other 

technical certificate duly authorized by the Directorate-General of Merchant Marine or through the 

Office of SEGUMAR in a Private Consulate of Merchant Marine, which will be reflected in the official 

receipt, of which the sum of FIFTY UNITED STATES DOLLARS (USD $50.00) will be withheld by 

the Consul to whom it was presented, evaluated, processed and issued, as a fee for this service and 

the rest must be remitted as additional revenue to the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

The charges applied for review and handling of documentation to which the preceding paragraph 

refers, made on the basis of Resolution No. J.D.-064-2010 of July 22, 2010, as amended by 

Resolution No. J.D.-040-2014 of November 12, 2014, remain valid.  

 

All payments to which this article refers shall be made in advance and there will be no refund of the 

sums paid in the event that the candidate desists from the application for issuance of the certificate, 

endorsement, license or any other service." 

 

NINTH: TO ADD the article TWENTIETH FOURTH to the Resolution J.D.-No.064-201 of July 22, 2010, in 

order to establish the following: 

 

TWENTIETH FOURTH: TO SET the fee of TEN BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.10.00) for each 

Certification issued by the Directorate-General of Seafarers. 

 

TENTH: TO ADD the article TWENTIETH FIFTH to the Resolution J.D.-No.064-201 of July 22, 2010, in 

order to establish the following: 
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TWENTIETH FIFTH:  TO SET the following fees to the Resolution J.D.-No.064-201 of July 22, 

2010, in order to establish the following:  

1. TEN BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.10.00) for Panamanians graduated from Panamanian 

maritime universities.   

2. FIFTY BALBOAS WITH 00/100 (B/.50.00) for foreigners graduated from Panamanian 

maritime universities. 

 

TENTH FIRST: The present resolution derogates the article TENTH of the Resolution J.D.-No.064-2010 of 

July 22, 2010. 

 

TENTH SECOND: TO AUTHORIZE the Directorate-General of Seafarers, to communicate through the 

respective mechanisms the content of the present resolution. 

 

TENTH THIRD: The Directorate-General of Seafarers can regulate the mechanisms for the collection of 

these fees and the applicable penalties for the non-compliance of this resolution. 

 

TENTH FOURTH: The present resolution subrogates the Resolution J.D.-No.017-2019 of May 3, 2019, and 

any other contrary disposition. 

 

TENTH FIFTH: This Resolution shall enter into force from its publication in the Official Gazette of the 

Republic of Panama. 

 

LEGAL BASIS:    Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992.     

Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 and its amendments.    

Law Decree No. 8 of February 10th, 1998.     

Resolution J.D. No. 064-2010 of July 22, 2010 and its amendments.       

Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18, 2011.    

Resolution ADM No. 096-2019 of June 05, 2019.  

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

 

Given at Panama City, on the twenty seven (27) day of the month of April of the year two thousand twenty 

(2020). 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT            THE SECRETARY  

  

  

(Signed)              (Signed)  

  

NORIEL ARAUZ V.                ANA MARGARITA REYES 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE     DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY     PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY  

 

 

 

NAV/AMR 

  

 


