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RESOLUTION ADM No. 158-2018 

 
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its 

legal faculties and 
 

WHEREAS: 

That by Law No. 4 of  May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, 
as amended in 1995 (STCW´78, as  amended). 

That by Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, is created the Panama Maritime 
Authority, and it was established among its functions to: propose, coordinate and execute 
the National Maritime Strategy; recommend policies and actions, execute administrative 
acts; and enforce the legal and regulative standards with regard to the maritime sector. 

That under the organic structure it is found the General Directorate of Seafarers, body of 
administrative services and program execution, which its functioning and internal 
organization is adjusted to the specified in the Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998 
and in addition, in the regulations that are dictated on its development. 

That according to numeral 1 of article 33, of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, the 
General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its 
functions, the compliance of current legal standards on education, training, certification and 
watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, 
as amended. (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended. (1978 STCW Convention, as amended, in 
the Article 1 about General obligations under the Convention, establishes that the parties 
undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other steps 
which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure 
that, form the point of view of safety of life and property at sea and the protection of the 
marine environment, seafarers on board ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

That this Convention establishes in Regulation I/6, that each party shall ensure that the 
training and assessment of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are administered, 
supervised and monitored in accordance with the provisions of section A-I/6 of STCW  
Code. 

That the Convention provides in Regulation I/8, that each Party shall ensure in accordance 
with the provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, that all training, assessment of 
competence, certification, including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation 
activities carried out by non-governmental agencies or entities under its authority are 
continuously monitored through a quality standard system to ensure the achievement of 
defined objectives, including those concerning about qualification and experience of 
instructors and assessors; and where governmental agencies or entities perform such 
activities, there shall be a quality standards system.  

That the Law Decree No. 8 of February 26th, 1998, by which is regulated the work at sea 
and waterways and other dispositions are dictated, establishes in its Article 6 that the 
Panama Maritime Authority is the competent body to execute the functions of 
watchkeeping for the strict compliance, and effective implementation of the standards of 
training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, stated in the International Convention 
on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended. 
(1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 



That by Resolution ADM No. 148-2011, of November 18, 2011, were adopted the 
Resolution 1 in all its parts and the Annex 1 of Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25, 
2010, by the 2010 Manila Amendments to the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (Convention 
STCW’78, as amended) and its Code of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers respectively. 

That through Resolution ADM No.260-2014 of September 15, 2014, was issued the 
regulation that rules the procedure for requesting the recognition to be a Maritime Training 
Center, as well as the procedure to recognize, evaluate, audit, supervise, control and revoke 
the recognition of a national or foreign Maritime Training Center.  

That the tariffs for the national and foreign Maritime Training Centers in concept of 
documentary evaluation, course additions and the issuance of the certificate of the given 
courses by the authorized Maritime Training Centers were set by Resolution J.D. No.003-
2015 of January 27, 2015. 

That by Resolution ADM No.217-2015 of September 28, 2015, are dictated dispositions 
related to the branches of the Maritime Training Centers and Resolution ADM No.260 of 
September 15, 2014 is modified. 

That through Resolution ADM No.104-2016 of May 6, 2016, was added a transitory 
paragraph to the Resolution ADM No.217-2015 September 28, 2015. 

That through Resolution J.D.No.045-2016 of August 1st, 2016, the Board of Directors of 
the Panama Maritime Authority approved the Regulation of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board of Panamanian-flag vessels. 

That through Resolution J.D. No.041-2017 of November 17th, 2017, the articles 2, 20, 27 
and 28 of the Regulation of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for the Seafarers who 
work on board of Panamanian-flag vessels and which is part of the Annex 1 of the 
Resolution J.D. No.045-2016 of August 1st, 2016 were modified. 

That this Administration is responsible to ensure that the seafarers who work on board of a 
maritime navigation vessel, have the necessary competences and abilities to develop their 
functions; that the training is administrated, supervised and monitored; that those 
responsible for the training and assessment of competence of seafarers, are appropriately 
qualified in accordance with the provisions of the Regulation I/6 of the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, 
as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended) and the section A-I/6 of the STWC 
Code, taking in consideration that the human resource is a matter that concerns the 
maritime safety, safeguard of life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine 
environment. 

In virtue of all mentioned above and the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority 
in use of the legal faculties conferred by the Decree Law No. 7 of 10 February 1998, 
modified by Law No.57 of August 6, 2008; 

RESOLVES: 

FIRST: TO APPROVE the Rules of Procedure to regulate the Maritime 
Training Center with domicile in the Republic of Panama or overseas 
and its branches; to whom the training of the seafarers in the name of 
the Panama Maritime Authority is delegated. 

SECOND: This regulation will be mandatory for all maritime training centers 
and their branches that have been authorized or that aspire to be 
authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to provide training to 



seafarers, and on which the Panama Maritime Authority must 
exercise supervision, monitoring, surveillance, control and 
monitoring. 

THIRD: A Maritime Training Center can only apply for an authorization from 
the Panama Maritime Authority to provide training as a principal or 
as a branch. An authorization will not be given to a Maritime 
Training Center to operate under both modalities in any case. 

FOURTH:  For the purposes of this resolution, it shall be understood as: 
1. Commercial Agreement: Written declaration between an 
authorized Maritime Training Center and another educational 
institution, with different legal entities, which agree to act, one as 
principal and the other as a branch, in order to provide training for 
seafarers in a joint and solidary way. 
2. Agreement with a third party for the use of facilities, 
equipment and / or simulators: Written declaration between an 
authorized Maritime Training Center or that requests to be authorized  
as principal and an institution or company that makes available to the 
principal Maritime Training Center , an installation, equipment and / 
or simulator with the objective of carrying out the practical 
component required within the training for seafarers. 
3. Distance or electronic learning: Training provided to seafarers 
through a technological platform, in accordance with the training and 
evaluation standards set out in Section AI / 6 and in the guidelines set 
out in Section BI / 6 of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended. 
4. Certification audit: Is the one required as a requirement for 
authorization as a Maritime Training Center and / or branch for the 
first time, to renew the authorization or to add courses. 
5. Maritime Training Center: Teaching institution dedicated to 
maritime training, which has training programs, qualified instructors, 
quality standards system, facilities that include teaching rooms, 
equipment and simulators and has been authorized or requested to be 
authorized by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama 
Maritime Authority, complying with the requirements established by 
the STCW'78 Convention, as amended and the current and applicable 
legislation. The teaching institution must have facilities that meet the 
requirements for the training requested, and in the case of having 
agreement (s) with a third party, must guarantee the use, control and 
maintenance of the same. 
6. On board training while employed: Training that is authorized in 
an exceptional manner to an economic group accredited by the 
Panama Maritime Authority that requests to be authorized as a 
Maritime Training Center to train on board exclusively its own 
personnel; or to a Maritime Training Center that provides services to 
these economic groups or to other users of the Panamanian Registry 
requiring it. 
7. Inspections: Those applicable to the continuous monitoring of the 
training activities of the Maritime Training Center and / or branches. 
8. Instructor: Any duly qualified person, who has experience and 
has a full understanding of the training program and the appropriate 
objectives, for the type and level of training to be taught, according to 
the requirements prescribed in Section AI / 6 of the STCW Code, and 
is authorized by the General Directorate of Seafarers. 



9. Monitoring: Follow-up to the authorized Maritime Training 
Centers and / or their branches, after the concession of the permanent 
authorization, and when the General Directorate of Seafarers 
considers it necessary. 
10. Branch of a Maritime Training Center: Any educational 
institution that: 
a. Is an integral part of the main Maritime Training Center, with a 
different address and with the same legal structure, or 
b. Its legal structure is different from the main Maritime Training 
Center and celebrates with this a Commercial Agreement to provide 
training for seafarers. 

 
FIFTH: The delegation of training to seafarers to a Maritime Training Center 

and a branch must be conceded when it has been determined that: 
1. The Maritime Training Center and / or branch has the installed 
capacity to teach the requested and authorized courses, including 
teaching rooms, simulators and required equipment, being prohibited 
the partial or total delegation of this authorization; 

 2. Those responsible for training at the Maritime Training Center are 
duly qualified according to the provisions of regulation I / 6 and 
section A-I / 6 of the STCW Code, for the type and level of training; 
3. The training programs and the courses are structured and 
developed in compliance with the OMI model courses, the curricula 
approved by this Maritime Administration, the STCW Code Tables, 
in case there is no course or reference manual for the requested 
course, or other respective reference; 
4. The training of seafarers is carried out within the framework of a 
system of quality standards, which guarantees the achievement of the 
defined objectives, in accordance with regulation I / 8 and section AI 
/ 8 of the STCW Code.  
5. For all mandatory training with the use of simulators, the 
provisions in accordance with regulation I / 12 and section A-I / 12 of 
the STCW Code are complied with; 
6. The training of seafarers is done in compliance with the national 
and international standards from which the authorization was granted, 
and does not represent a risk to maritime safety, the safeguarding of 
human life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine 
environment; 
7. There is a proportional relationship between teaching and 
simulation rooms, and the number of authorized courses and training 
to be taught. 

 
SIXTH:  Applications for being authorized as a Maritime Training Center or 

as a branch, to provide maritime training courses on land, in 
employment on board, and / or distance or electronic learning, as 
established in this resolution, must be formalized by means of a 
memorial addressed to the General Director of Seafarers and 
presented to the Maritime Training Department, through an attorney 
in the Republic of Panama. 

 
The application must detail the following information: name of the 
Maritime Training Center and / or the branch, as it appears on the 
Public Registry certificate or its equivalent in the country of origin; 
full address of the Maritime Training Center and / or the branch; list 



of maritime training courses whose authorization to be requested; 
description of the digital documents that are provided and the legal 
basis of the request. 

 
The application must be accompanied by the documents and 
evidence, which are detailed below: 

 
1. Original Power of Attorney duly notarized, legalized or apostilled, 
stating the appointment of the legal representative. The generals of 
the legal representative and legal representative (telephone numbers, 
emails and address) must be included in the Power of Attorney. 

 
2. Certificate issued by the Public Registry or the equivalent in the 
country of origin, stating the existence and legal representation of the 
company, indicating its date of incorporation, the board of directors, 
legal representative, and for Maritime Training Centers located 
abroad must be duly legalized or apostilled. 

 
3. Payment of the corresponding fee. 

 
4. Notice of Operation of the Maritime Training Center, if located in      
the Republic of Panama. 

 
5. In the event that the request is for a branch of a Maritime Training 
Center by commercial agreement, you must submit the following 
documents: 
a. Copy of the commercial agreement, duly signed by the legal 
representatives of the parties, notarized, legalized or apostilled. 
The commercial agreement must contain the following elements: the 
name of the parties as appeared on the certificate of the Public 
Registry or equivalent of the country of origin, the generals of the 
legal representatives, the contact information, the address, the object 
of the agreement, the period of validity, description of the courses, 
equipment and facilities that are part of the agreement; the scope and 
responsibility of both parties. 
b. Certificate issued by the Public Registry or equivalent of the 
country of origin, stating the existence and legal representation of the 
company (main Maritime Training Center and branch), indicating its 
date of incorporation, the board of directors, legal representative, and 
for maritime training centers located abroad must be duly legalized or 
apostilled. 

 
6. Copy of the manuals of the requested courses, whose structure 
must be in accordance with the corresponding OMI model courses, 
the curricula approved by this Maritime Administration or another 
respective reference. In the event there is no course or reference 
manual for the requested course, the STCW Code Tables will be 
used. 
 
These manuals of courses must include the following: 
a. Structure of the course: including the purpose, objective, level of 
entry, course certificate, and limitation of the number of students, 
profile of the instructor, facilities and training equipment, teaching 
aids, evaluation criteria and bibliographic references. 



b. Scheme that includes the topics to be developed and their 
respective workload, in addition to the workload used to carry out the 
evaluation of the training. 
c. Schedule of the course that stating the daily schedule of the topics 
included in the scheme. 
d. The evaluation criteria of the theoretical and practical training for 
each course requested. 
 
7. Template of course certificates that will be issued, after the 
participant completes and approves the training course (s) according 
to Annex No. 1 of this resolution. The certificates must indicate the 
following: 
a. Name of the Maritime Training Center and of the branch when 
applicable; 
b. Number and date of the resolution authorizing the Maritime 
Training Center and its modifications, when applicable and the 
effective date of this authorization; 
c. Consecutive number of the certificate; 
d. Name of the course imparted, Rule, Section and Table according to 
the STCW Convention `78, as amended and the STCW Code; 
e. Modality of the course imparted (face-to-face, on board, distance 
or electronic learning, or a combination of the above). 
f. Full name of the participant and personal identification number. 
g. Starting and ending date of the course imparted. 
h. Place where the course was taught. 
i. Logo of the Maritime Training Center and the branch when 
applicable. 
j. Issuance and expiration date of the certificate. 
k. The name and signature of the director of the Maritime Training 
Center. 

The certificate shall be issued by the main Maritime Training Center.  
 

8. In regards of the instructors, the following must presented: 
a. List of instructors with the designated course to be imparted. (See 

Annex No. 2). 
The instructor must be duly qualified for the types and levels of 
training in accordance with Regulation I/6 of the SCTW ’78 
Convention, as amended, and the section A-1/6, of the STCW 
CODE. 

b. Updated CV that proving the historical education and the job 
experience. This shall be accompanied with the copies of their 
current certificates or diplomas for the type and level of training 
to impart, and a copy of the seaman’s book which provides 
evidence of the experience for the courses that requires it. 

c.  Copy of the course certificate “Train the Trainers” (IMO 6.09), 
in accordance with Regulation I/6 of the SCTW ’78 Convention, 
as amended. 

d. Copy of the course certificate “Train the Simulator Trainer and 
Assessor”, (IMO 6.10) in accordance with the Regulation I/12 
and the Section A-I/12 of the SCTW ’78 Convention, as 
amended. Additional, proofs of training in the simulator issued by 
the supplier.    

 



In the case of a Maritime Training Center with domicile in a 
country, where the Maritime Administration validate the training 
in a simulator in accordance with the IMO 6.09 and IMO 6.10 
courses, through other method not being the issuing of a 
certificate, it shall present: 

i. Documental evidence issued by the Maritime Authority 
approving the instructor for imparting that specific training. 

ii. In the case of the IMO 6.10 course, it shall present evidence that 
the training was performed with the simulator of the supplier. 

9. Regarding the Quality Management System, it shall present the follow 
documentation: 

a. A current Quality Management System 
Certificate, that complies with the Regulation I/8 
and Section A-I/8 of the SCTW ’78 Convention, 
as amended. 

b. In reference of the Maritime Training Centers that 
belongs to an economic group of the Panamanian 
Registry, that demonstrates to maintain a quality 
system duly documented and structured with the 
administrative and techniques aspects of the 
courses and training programs, exams and 
evaluations, equipment and required installations, 
same as, the qualifications and demanding 
experiences to all the instructors and internal 
audits, that guarantee the consecution of the final 
objectives. 

c. Digital version of the quality manual, when 
applies; 

d. Digital version of the implemented procedures in 
the Maritime Training Center, in accordance with 
the Regulation I/12 and the Section A-I/12 of the 
SCTW ’78 Convention, as amended. 

 
When the main Maritime Training Center and its branch through 
commercial agreement, have their own Quality Management System, 
both of them shall implement a common procedure in both systems 
that guarantee the effective control and registry of the training and 
the issue of the certificates under the commercial agreement terms. 

 
The Quality Management System of the main Maritime Training 
Center and its branch shall guarantee the consistent of the Quality 
Policy, based and orientated in the compliance of the SCTW ’78 
Convention, as amended. 

 
The Maritime Training Center, and the branches, shall guarantee the 
efficiency in the operation and control of the Quality Management 
System continuously, including the procedures and the selection 
criteria and the hiring process of instructors, external suppliers; 
maintenance of the equipment, facilities and simulators, procedure 
for the admission of participants, develop, execution, evaluation of 
training programs, emission of certificates and control, conservation 
of the documented information and a procedure for the 
implementation of the STCW/78 amendments, and other dispositions 
relative to the seafarers trainings.  



 
10. Inventory and equipment specifications and simulator type approval, and 

the quantity and capacity of the maritime training center classrooms 
and/or branch, that shall comply with the minimum standards established 
in the respective IMO courses or curricula approved by this Maritime 
Administration. Likewise, it shall present photos and/or videos of the 
facilities, equipment’s and simulators. 

 
Every simulator used in the mandatory training with simulators, in 
accordance with the Section A-I/12 of the SCTW ’78 Convention, as 
amended, it shall: 

a. Be in accordance with the objective and selective 
training duties; 

b. Capacity to simulate the operation of the 
equipment on board, with the realism in 
accordance with the objective of the training, 
including the capacities, limitations and the 
possible mistakes of the referred equipment. 

c. To function with enough reality so the student can 
demonstrate the practical knowledge according 
with the training objectives. 

d. To allow the creation of an operational controlled 
environment where it can be reproduced different 
conditions, including emergencies and possible 
dangerous situations or unusual situations, from 
the point of view of the training objectives.   

e. To act an interface, in order that the student can 
interact with the equipment and the simulated 
environment, as the instructor proceed; and,  

f. To allow the instructor to control, monitor and 
register the evaluations to obtain efficiently from 
the students the required information.  

 
When distance learning or an e-learning is requested, the Maritime Training 
Center shall present the inventory of the equipment and the specification of 
the technologic platform used.  

 
11. If the main Maritime Training Center, doesn’t has the facilities and/or, 

their own simulators for the development of the practical component of 
the training courses requested and requires this practical component, it 
can celebrate an agreement with a third party, and will be limited only to 
the approved type simulators at the bridge and engine section; approved 
type simulators for liquid cargo, firefighting facilities, pools, and cook. 

 
The facilities and simulators included in the agreement with a third party 
shall be located in the same city where is located the main Maritime Training 
Center, and must present the following documentation: 

a. Copy of the agreement, signed by the legal 
representatives, notarized, legalized or apostilled. 

The agreement with a third party shall contain the following 
elements: name of both parties, equally written as in the 
Public Register certification or the equivalent in the country 
of origin, the general information of the legal representatives, 
contact information, address, agreement objective, time of 



validity, description of the equipment, facility and/ or 
simulator that the third party shall provide to the Maritime 
Training Center; field of application and the responsibilities 
of each parties. 
The Agreement shall guarantee that the provision of services 
is performed without interference of the daily activities of 
each of the parties. It is responsibility of the Maritime 
Training Center that hires the service to maintain in the entire 
moment the monitoring and a record of the training, in 
accordance with the conditions previously authorized. 
b.  Implemented procedure in the Quality System 

Management that establishes how the main Maritime 
Training Center, will execute and control the practical 
component by the usage of the facility, equipment and/or 
simulator, through a third party agreement.  

c. Format where is going to  be registered the realization of 
the practical component that includes dates, name, and 
signature of all the participants, name of the course or the 
given training, as the name and signature of the Director 
of the Maritime Training Center, instructor and the 
responsible of the facility, equipment and/or simulator.  

 
The Panama Maritime Authority through the General Directorate 
of Seafarers will approve simulators for special duties that can be 
employed in a particular maritime training, with the capacity of 
simulating maritime environments of vessels, engine machine, 
navigation in canals o maneuvers, mathematics or rating scale, in 
accordance with the minimum standards for the specific training. 
The approval of these simulators will be subject to monitoring 
inspections and control when the General Directorate of Seafarers 
considers necessary. 

12. The recognition of the Maritime Training Center and the courses 
approval, which must be issued by the Maritime Administration of the 
country of origin, duly legalized or apostilled. This recognition must 
come from a country that is included in the last version of the Circular 
MSC.1/Circ.1163 of the International Maritime Organization. 

 
The General Directorate of Seafarers may exempt, through a motivated 
resolution, the requirement of the recognition of the respective Maritime 
Administration, whenever the education and the given formation warranty 
the prescriptions, of the Convention and the STCW '78, Code as amended, in 
the cases which fulfill the following criteria:  

 
a) Maritime Training Centers located in countries which do not have 

a Maritime Authority, because of the lack of borders with the sea 
and oceans, but with Undertakings signed with the Panama 
Maritime Authority, related with the Convention STCW '78, as 
amended. 

b)  Maritime Training Centers located in countries assisted by 
technical cooperation in ways to implement the dispositions of the 
Convention STCW '78, as amended, but with Undertakings signed 
with the Panama Maritime Authority, related with the Convention 
STCW '78, as amended. 



c)  Maritime Training Centers with Maritime Authorities which only 
recognize governmental Maritime Training Centers; while privates 
Maritime Training Centers are authorized for other governmental 
entity.  

d) Maritime Training Centers with Maritime Authorities which do not 
recognize on-board training programs, as long as the training is 
given in Panamanian flag vessels.  

e) Maritime Training Centers with Maritime Authorities (country of 
origin), restricting the recognition of the Maritime Training 
Centers, and/or existing an interest from the maritime operators 
and/or seafarers placement agencies; or that in a determined 
country in which results a benefit for the Panamanian flag the 
recognition of an additional maritime training center in that 
geographic area.  

f) Those economic groups certified by the Panama Maritime 
Authority that request the recognition as a Maritime Training 
Center, or other users of the Panamanian Registry that requires it, 
for training in land or on board, exclusively to their own workers. 

 
In order to apply the above paragraph, the General Directorate is 
authorized to create an Economic Group list, which will be 
communicated and updated monthly. 

 
In the mentioned cases, the applicant shall present a certification or an 
evidence duly legalize or apostille, that certifies the documentation 
presented in the memorial of exemption. 
 

13. Other legal requirements established by the law. 
 
SEVENTH: The main Maritime Training Center, will be responsible for conducting all 

the documents to the General Directorate of Seafarers, the same as, the 
payment of the current fees for the recognition, remission of the courses 
issued by the branches in the monthly reports and the payment of each 
course, with the exception of the program and the announcement of the 
courses, that shall be sent  directly by the main Maritime Training Center or 
the branch. 

 
EIGHTH: The Maritime Training Centers recognized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, as well as their branches, can only impart courses and issue the 
respective certificates, in the domicile audited and approved by the Panama 
Maritime Authority, therefore all contrary practices are forbidden. 

 
NINETH: Once the solicitude is presented  with all the documents mentioned in the 

article SIXTH, and after the verification that the technical evaluation 
performed by the Maritime Training Department has been successfully 
accomplished, the General Director of Seafarers, may grant to the Maritime 
Training Center and/or the branch, a provisional recognition for a period no 
longer than six (6) months, with the possibility to extend it just once for one 
more additional period of the same time. 

 
This provisional recognition will be granted, if the Maritime Training Center 
or the branch, has been previously recognized by the Panama Maritime 
Authority, or in the case of requesting for a first time recognition, when the 
Maritime Training Center has a recognition from its Maritime 



Administration, a notorious trajectory and an international prestigious in 
maritime training, and express its willingness to be subject to an audit, 
during the period of validity of the provisional recognition. 
The provisional recognition can´t be granted in any case if the technical 
evaluation hasn’t been accomplished successfully. 

 
TENTH: If the application of recognition as a Maritime Training Center and/or 

branch, or for course addition, don’t comply with any of the requirements 
described in the article SIXTH of this resolution, it will be issued a note for 
the applicant, communicating that has fifteen (15)  working days, to 
complete the missing documentation. When the term of fifteen (15) days has 
passed, and the applicant hasn´t corrected or completed the documentation, 
will be instructed to file the application and the Maritime Training Center 
and/or the branch, won´t have the right to receive the devolution of the paid 
fees. 

 
ELEVENTH: The audits of the Maritime Training Center and/or branch, either they are for 

recognition, inspection or monitoring carried out by Panama Maritime 
Authority inspectors, or external auditors, will insurance the following 
aspects: 

1. Objective evidence that the Maritime Training Center has  
implemented the procedures, criteria and relative records for 
the admission of the students, selection and hiring of the 
instructors, external suppliers, equipment maintenance,  
facilities and simulators, development, execution and 
evaluation of the training programs, emission of certificates 
and control and conservation of the documented information. 

2. Objective evidence of the participation of the teaching staff 
and administrative staff of the maritime training center and/or 
the branch in accordance with the defined objectives, 
procedures and efficiency in reference of the seafarers 
training and the STCW/78, as amended. 

3. The proper use of didactic material, classrooms, required 
equipment’s, and the proper use of simulators in compliance 
with the requirements established by Regulation A-I/6 and 
Section A-I/12 of the STCW/78, as amended, and the 
necessary orientation given to the instructors of the 
instructions technics realized in those simulators. 

4. Objective evidence that demonstrate that the personnel in 
charge of training, and the administrative personnel are in 
compliance with the requirements established by Regulation 
I/6 and Section A-I/, for the appropriate type and level of 
training established by the STCW’78 Convention, as well for, 
the refreshment and actualization of the personnel in charge 
of training. 

5. The quality standards, processes and procedures implemented 
at the Maritime Training Centers and/or the branch, for the 
purpose of the training activities and the issuance of 
certificates. 

6. The execution and the results of internal or external audits, 
continuous improvement methods, in accordance to the 
Regulation I/8 of the STCW´78, as amended. 

7. The implementation of new requirements and actualization of 
courses and training programs in accordance with the 



amendment of the STCW Convention, and the applicable 
legislation. 

8. In the case of the educational centers that form officers in 
charge of the navigation and watch and officers in charge of 
an engineering watch, the related to the training programs, 
including the supervision and the record of the sea service. 

9. The correct use of the distance learning or the e-learning in 
accordance with the Section A-I/6 and the Section B-I/6 of 
the STCW´78, as amended. 

 
TWELFTH:  In the event that major non-conformities are detected, by virtue of an 

audit, inspection or monitoring carried out, the Maritime Training 
Center and / or branch will have a maximum period of up to three (3) 
months to correct and close the findings.  

 
If minor nonconformities are detected, the Maritime Training Center 
and / or branch will have a maximum period of up to four (4) months 
to correct the findings. 

 
The documentation for the closure of the non-conformities, including 
the action plan and the documentary evidence, must be provided by 
means of a memorial addressed to the General Directorate of 
Seafarers and submitted to the Department of Maritime Training, for 
their respective evaluation. 

 
The documentation for the closure of the findings must be technically 
evaluated, and in the case of requiring on-site verification of the 
actions implemented by the Maritime Training Center and / or 
branch, an inspection or monitoring will be carried out and its cost 
will be assumed by the Maritime Training Center and / or branch. 

 
Failure to close the non-conformities, in the periods established, will 
be cause for suspension or revocation of the authorization of the 
Maritime Training Center and / or branch through a motivated 
resolution. This suspension will not be lifted until the non-
conformities are closed. 
 

THIRTEENTH: The audits, inspections or monitoring to the Maritime Training 
Centers and / or branches will be carried out in the periods 
considered necessary by the General Directorate, in accordance with 
the present regulation and procedures. 
 

FOURTH:  The Maritime Training Centers and / or branches must pay the 
viaticum and travel expenses of the personnel of the Panama 
Maritime Authority that will perform the audit, inspection or 
monitoring in accordance with the provisions of the General Budget 
Law of the State, valid for the fiscal period of the date of the audit; as 
well as the coordination auditor’s transportation during the audit 
period. 
 

FIFTEENTH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers may require the services of a 
duly qualified external auditor to carry out audits of Maritime 
Training Centers and / or branch offices. The costs of these audits 
must be assumed by the Maritime Training Centers and / or branches. 
 

SIXTEENTH:  The external auditor will send, in advance, directly to the Maritime 
Training Center, a detail of the expenses to be incurred while the 
rendering of its services during the audit, with a copy to the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime Training Department 
The payment of said expenses will be made in advance, and must be 



previously agreed between the external auditor and the Maritime 
Training Center and / or branch. 

 
SEVENTEENTH: Once the corresponding audit has been carried out, the Technical 

Maritime Training Commission composed of the following members 
will be convoked: 
1. the Deputy General Director of Seafarers, who will preside the 
Commission; 
2.  the Director of the Legal Counsel Office, or a clerk designated by 
him; 
3. the General Director of Merchant Marine, or a clerk designated by 
him; 
4. the Chief of the Control and Compliance Unit of the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, or a clerk designated by him; 
5. A representative of the General Directorate of Seafarers. 

 
In all the meetings of the Technical Training Commission, the 
courtesy of room will be given to the chief or deputy chief of the 
Maritime Training  Department  and when estimated appropriate, to 
the chief or deputy chief of the Certification Department, who will 
participate with the right to speak. 

 
When appropriate, it will be requested the mandatory participation of 
the auditor who led the audit of the Maritime Training Center and / or 
branch to be evaluated by the Technical Training Commission, who 
will participate with the right to speak. 
 

EIGHTEENTH:  The following are attributions of the Maritime Training Technical 
Commission: 
1. To evaluate the applications for authorization as a Maritime 
Training Center and / or branch, addition of courses, based on the 
provisions indicated in national and international standards, and the 
requirements indicated in this resolution and to issue 
recommendations to the General Director of the Seafarers, related to 
such requests. 
2. To evaluate the results of the follow-up, control and monitoring 
activities carried out by the General Directorate of Seafarers and to 
issue recommendations to the General Director of the Seafarers 
regarding these results. 
3. To recommend to the General Director of the Seafarers, the 
suspension or revocation of the authorization conceded to a Maritime 
Training Center and / or branch, or to certain authorized maritime 
training courses, when there is justified cause. 
4. Recommend the application of sanctions related to Maritime 
Training Centers and / or branches. 
5. Any other functions assigned by the General Director of Seafarers. 
 

NINETEENTH:  The validity of the permanent authorization conceded to a Maritime 
Training Center by the Panama Maritime Authority, through the 
General Directorate of Seafarers will be three (3) years. Said period 
shall include the time of the provisional authorization or 
authorizations conferred. 
The permanent authorization of a branch will have the same effective 
date of the authorization maintained by the main Maritime Training 
Center. 
In no case will be issued a permanent authorization to a Maritime 
Training Center and / or branch keeping major non-conformities that 
have not been duly corrected and closed before the Maritime 
Training Department. 
 

TWENTIETH:  The General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime Training 
Department, will carry out inspections and monitoring, to the 



Maritime Training Centers and / or branches, after the concession of 
the permanent authorization, in order to verify that they remain in 
compliance with the requirements established in this resolution and 
the STCW'78 Convention, as amended. 
 
The expenses of these inspections and monitoring will be covered by 
the Maritime Training Center and / or branch, in accordance with the 
provisions of this resolution. 

TWENTY-FIRST:  The General Directorate of Seafarers will impose sanctions on 
authorized Maritime Training Centers and / or branches in the event 
of non-compliance with the provisions established in the STCW'78 
Convention, as amended, and in current and applicable national 
regulations of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 
TWENTY SECOND: The recognition conferred by the Panama Maritime Authority to a 

Maritime Training Center and/or branch, may be suspended or 
revoked, through a motivated resolution, in the following cases: 
1. If the Maritime Training Center and/or branch, does not comply 

with the regulations of the STCW ´78 Convention, as amended, 
the valid and applicable regulations issued by the Panama 
Maritime Authority or other valid regulations, representing a risk 
to maritime security, the safeguard of human life and the 
protection of the maritime environment; 

2. If it is proved that the Maritime Training Center and/or branch 
does not comply or maintain the conditions and requirements 
under which it was authorized; 

3. If the Maritime Training Center and/or branch imparts training in 
other domicile that has not been audited and authorized by the 
Panama Maritime Authority. 

4. If the Maritime Training Center and / or branch provides training 
courses that have not been authorized by the Panama Maritime 
Authority; 

5. If the object of the company or of the activities described in the 
notice of operation, demonstrates incompatibility with the 
activities carried out by the Maritime Training Center and / or 
branch, or conflict of interests with the current legal provisions. 

6. If it is proved that the certifications issued by the Maritime 
Training Center and / or branch are not supported with sufficient 
evidence during the respective traceability, including, but not 
limited to: 

a. That the instructor does not impart training; 

b. That the student does not receive the training; 

c. That the training is given by an instructor not included in 
the authorized list; 

d. That the Maritime Training Center is not duly authorized to 
provide training and to issue certifications to seafarers; 

7. If it is found that the teaching staff does not have the 
competence, qualifications, experience and professional 
credentials equivalent to the type or level of instruction or 
training to be imparted, in accordance with Rule I / 6 of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended, and 
Section AI / 6 of the STCW Code; 

8. If it is not complied with the closing of non-conformities in the 
time stipulated in this resolution; 



9. When the Maritime Training Center and / or branch office has 
corrected and closed a major nonconformity raised during an 
audit, and the same finding is detected during the following 
auditing process; 

10. When the Maritime Training Center does not make a formal 
request to the General Directorate of Seafarers, for the inclusion 
or exclusion of people of their training staff; 

11. When the Maritime Training Center does not present the 
reports of the certificates issued in the time stipulated in this 
resolution; 

12. When the Maritime Training Center does not pay the 
established fee for the certificates issued in the time stipulated in 
this resolution; 

13. When the Maritime Training Center does not present the 
announcements of the courses in the time stipulated in this 
resolution; 

14. When the Maritime Training Center and / or branch does not 
comply with the present regulation; 

15. Any other situation or case in which the General Directorate 
of Seafarers considers that contravenes the present resolution and 
the STCW'78 Convention, as amended. 

TWENTY THIRDTH: The request of authorization to a Maritime Training Center and/or 
branches may be denied if maritime training courses are imparted by 
them before the approval of the provisional or permanent 
authorization by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

TWENTY FOURTH: Against the resolutions issued by the General Directorate of 
Seafarers, to revoke or suspend the authorization or delegation 
granted to carry out the seafarers training on behalf of the Panama 
Maritime Authority, a recourse of reconsideration may be interposed 
before the General Directorate of Seafarers within five (5) business 
days after the notification, and/or appeal before the Administrator of 
the Panama Maritime Authority within five (5) business days after 
the notification.  

 Both actions may be granted in devolutive effect. 

TWENTY FIFTH: The Recognized Maritime Training Centers and/or branches, duly 
authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority that desires to seek 
renewal of its recognition, shall apply up to six (6) months previous 
to the expiration of the authorization granted, by means of a petition 
signed by a Panamanian Lawyer and providing the requirements 
established in the present resolution. 

TWENTY SIXTH:  The Maritime Training Centers and/or branches shall request through 
a petition addressed to the General Directorate of Seafarers, any 
inclusion or exclusion of its training personnel, complying with the 
provision of the present resolution. 

TWENTY SEVENTH: The Maritime Training Centers and/or branches should obligatory 
remit to the General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime 
Training Department, the monthly programming of the courses to be 



taught, with at least five (5) days of anticipation to the planned month 
(See Annex No 3). 

TWENTY EIGHTH: The Maritime Training Centers and/or branches are obligated to 
remit to the General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime 
Training Department, the announcement of courses at least with one 
(1) day in advance to the scheduled date to perform the training (See 
Annex No 4). 

 The General Directorate of Seafarers may at any time carry out 
monitoring and control inspections to the Maritime Training Centers 
and/or branches, to verify the effectiveness of the execution of the 
training (theoretical and practical component). 

TWENTY NINETH: The Maritime Training Centers shall report the training certificates 
imparted, to the Maritime Training Department, immediately once 
issued, through the mechanisms established by the Maritime 
Administration. 

The Maritime Training Centers must obligatorily remit the monthly 
report to the General Directorate of Seafarers, through the Maritime 
Training Department, within the first five (5) business days of the 
next month, with the total list of courses conducted, the participants, 
and make the fee payment for the certificates issued, according to the 
monthly report of certificates issued (See Annex No 5). 

The fee payment must be made until the last day of the month in 
which the report is presented.  The non-presentation of the immediate 
report, the report and the non-payment will constitute malpractice 
that will be warned to the Center by the DGGM.  The recidivism 
decreed, may entail the suspension or revocation established by the 
article TWENTY SECOND. 

THIRTIETH:  The Maritime Training Centers and branches recognized by the 
General Directorate of Seafarers, to provide on-shore training 
courses, on-board employment and/or distance and electronic 
learning, shall maintain records of the courses conducted for a five 
(5) year period, counted after the issuance of the corresponding 
certificates. 

THIRTY FIRST: The Maritime Training Centers shall remit within the first fifteen (15) 
calendar days of each year, the details of the contact person along 
with the relevant information related to his physical address, postal 
code, email, telephone number of the Maritime Training Center 
and/or his branches, where the Panama Maritime Authority will 
execute all relevant communications and notifications. 

THIRTY SECOND : The Administration shall apply the present resolution, to the 
applications of recognition of courses coming from the Maritime 
Labor Convention, 2006, or any other national or international 
regulation determined by it. 

 In such cases, the evaluation and the audits of such applications will 
be executed in compliance with the requirements as established by 
the present regulation, along with the compliance of specific 
applicable training regulations.  



THIRTY THIRD: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to 
communicate, through the corresponding mechanisms, the content 
of the present resolution. 

THIRTY FOURTH: The present resolution revokes the Resolution ADM No. 260-2014 
of September 15th, 2014, the Resolution ADM No 217-2015 of 
September 28th, 2015 and the Resolution ADM No 104- 2016 of 
May 6th, 2016. 

THIRTY FIFTH: This resolution will entry in force after its publication in the Official 
Gazette of the Republic of Panama. 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No 4 of May 15th, 1992 
 Law Decree No 7 of February 10th, 1998, and modifications. 

Law Decree No 8 of February 26th, 1998. 
Law No 38 of July 31st, 2000. 

 Resolution JD No 007-2000 of March 28th, 2000. 
 Resolution ADM No 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011. 
 Resolution JD No 003-2015 of January 27th, 2015. 

Resolution JD No 045-2016 of August 01th, 2016. 
Resolution JD No 041-2017 of November 14th, 2017. 

 
COMMUNICATE, PUBLISH AND COMPLY 

 
Issued in Panama, on the tenth (10) day of September, two thousand eighteen (2018) 
year. 

In the event of any conflict between the English and Spanish versions, the Spanish 
version published on the Official Gazette of the Republic of Panama, shall prevail. 

 
JORGE BARAKAT PITTY   JUAN JOSE DELGADO CORRO 
ADMINISTRATOR OF    SUBDIRECTOR OF THE   
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY  LEGAL ADVICE OFFICE, IN  
       SECRETARY DUTIES OF THE 
       ADMINISTRATION 
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4. Name of the course imparted, the regulations, the section and the table in accordance 
with the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, STCW 1978, as amended. 

5. Dates of the training (From / To). 

6. Type of training provided (ie: face-to-face, on-board, virtual). 

7. Place where the course was imparted. 

8. Number and date of the Resolution where is recognized that the Maritime Training 
Center issues said certificate and the valid date of the given recognition. 

9. Date of issuance of the certificate. 

10. Consecutive number of the certificate. 

11. Name and signature of the Director of the Maritime Training Center. 

 

 

 

  



Annex No. 2  

 

Trainer´s List 

 

TRAINER ASSIGNED COURSE 

1. Capt. Jose Herrera  ECDIS 
 ARPA 
 GMDSS 

2. Joel Pino  Machine Room Simulator 
 Resource Management of 

Machine Room 

Dr. Robert Will  Medical care 
 Sanitary First Aids 
 Basic First Aids 

 

  



Annex No. 3 
 
 

Monthly Planning of Courses 
 
 

DECEMBER 2017 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

    1 2 3 

4 
 
ECDIS              

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 
 

RADAR 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
 

GMDSS 

26 27 28 29 
 

MEDICAL CARE 

30 31 

       

 
  



Annex No. 4 
 

MARITIME TRAINING CENTER BELLATRIZ 
 

COURSE INITIATION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
I. GENERAL INFORMATION 
Name of the course:  

Initiation date of the course:  

Termination date of the course:  

Name of trainer: 
Note: In case of requiring additional trainers, 
please include in the fields 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 
II. THEORETICAL PART 
 
Number of planned hours of the course  

 
III. PRACTICAL  
 
Number of planned hours of the course  
Date and place where the practical component 
of the course will be performed 

 

 
IV. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
No. Name of Participant Id. Number / Passport Nationality 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

9    

10    

11    

12    

 
 
Name and Signature of Director of MTC 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



1No 27729 Gaceta Oficial Digital, viernes 27 de febrero de 2015
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3No 27729 Gaceta Oficial Digital, viernes 27 de febrero de 2015
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