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No.27987        Digital Official Gazette, Friday, March 11th, 2016 
 
 

RESOLUTION J.D. N° 014-2016 
 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its 
legal faculties, and 

 
 

WHEREAS: 
 

 
That by Law Decree N° 7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority was created, and 
different maritime competences of the public administration were unified. 
 
That inside the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority, it is found the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, body of administrative services and program execution, which functioning 
and internal organization are adjusted to the specified in the Law Decree N°7 of February 10th, 
1998, and in addition to this, to the regulations dictated with regard to it. 
 
That according with the numeral 1 of the Article 33 of the Law Decree N° 7 of February 10th, 1998, 
the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, has among its functions, 
the enforcing of the current legal standards on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of 
seafarers, according to the established in the international conventions ratified by the Republic of 
Panama. 
 
That through Law N°4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as 
amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 
 
That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in its Article 1 about General 
Obligations acquired by virtue of the Convention, establishes that the Parties are obligated to 
promulgate all the necessary laws, decrees, orders and necessary regimentations, and to take all the 
accurate measures to absolutely enforce the Convention; and in this way to warrant, from the human 
life’s safety, as well as the marine environment’s protection, the seafarers working on ships has the 
duly competence and attitude to perform their functions. 
 
That such Convention establishes in the Regulation I/6, that each Party will warrant that the training 
and evaluation of seafarers, according to the prescribed in such Convention, will be administered, 
supervised and monitored; and, the responsible ones of the training and competence evaluation of 
seafarers are duly qualified for the type and training level or the corresponding evaluation, 
according to the dispositions of Section A-I/6 of the Training Code. 
 
That such Convention establishes in the Regulation I/8, that such Party will ensure that according to 
what is disposed in the Section A-I/8 of the Training Code, all the training activities, competence 
evaluation, certifications, including the medical certificates, endorsements and revalidation, that are 
performed under its authority, by bodies or non-governmental entities, are monitored all the time in 
the quality standard system’s framework, to guarantee the effects of the defined objectives, 



including such that are related to the qualification and experience of the instructors and evaluators; 
and the cases in which the bodies or non-governmental entities that are in charge of such activities, 
each Party will ensure that a quality standard system has been already established. 
 
That the Law Decree N°8 of February 26th, 1998, by which is regulated the work at sea and 
waterways and other dispositions are dictated, establishes in its Article 6 that the Panama Maritime 
Authority is the competent body to execute the functions of watchkeeping for the strict compliance, 
and effective implementation of the standards of training, certification and watchkeeping of 
seafarers, stated in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended. 
 
That through Resolution J.D. N° 009-2001 of February 12th, 2001, the Board of Directors of the 
Panama Maritime Authority, approved the national standards for training and certification of 
Seafarers in compliance of the demands imposed by the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended. 
 
That according to the Resolution ADM N° 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, it is adopted the 
Resolution 1 in all its parts and the Annex 1 of the Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25th, 2010, 
through the Manila Amendments 2010, with the International Convention on Standards of Training 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended) and its STCW Code. 
 
That through the Resolution ADM N°260-2014 of September 15th, 2014, is issued the regulation 
which sets the procedure by which are managed the recognition’s requests of the Maritime Training 
Centers, as well as the procedure for the recognition, evaluation, audit, following up, control, 
revoking of the recognition of the National and Foreign Maritime Training Centers. 
 
That through Resolution J.D. 003-2015 of January 27th, 2015, are fixed new tariffs for the 
recognition requests as National and Foreign Maritime Training Centers, in concept of documentary 
evaluation of the courses requested for the recognition, new courses addition request, and 
certificates’ issuing of courses given by the authorized Maritime Training Centers. 
 
That through the Resolution ADM N°217-2015 of September 28th, 2015, are dictated dispositions 
related to the Maritime Training Centers’ Branches, and it is modified the Resolution ADM N° 260-
2014 of September 15th, 2014.  
 
That by virtue of the previous considerations and with the purpose of regulating the administrative 
dispositions of the Panama Maritime Authority, with regard to the recognition audits and following 
up that are performed to the Foreign and National Maritime Training Centers, and their branches, in 
virtue of the faculties given to the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority by Law 
Decree N°7 of February 10th, 1998, 

RESOLVES: 
 
 
FIRST:  TO MODIFY the Article II of the Resolution J.D. N°003-2015 of January 27th, 

2015, this will be as follows: 
“SECOND: TO ESTABLISH a tariff of FIVE AMERICAN DOLLARS 
WITH 00/100 ($5.00) per every certificate issued by the authorized 
Maritime Training Center, on account of the Courses that are given in 



pursuance of: the Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, as amended (STCW’78, as amended), the 
Maritime Labor Convention, 2006, IMO Model Courses, Courses for 
Seafarers’ Certification, and any other course that is recognized by the 
General Directorate of Seafarers and given by the authorized Maritime 
Training Centers. 
Paragraph: the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority is 
empowered to exonerate the payment of this tariff to the National or 
Foreigner State Academic Institutions which request it, with the purpose to 
promote the subscription of Bilateral Agreements of Cooperation that 
foment the seafarers’ training and our merchant marine 
competitiveness.[”] 

  
SECOND: That the remaining articles of the Resolution J.D. N° 003-2015 of January 27th, 

2015 are still intact. 
 
THIRD:  TO ORDER the General Director of Seafarers to communicate through Circulars, 

the users (including the recognized and Maritime Training Centers authorized by 
the Panama Maritime Authority), what is disposed in this resolution. 

 
FOURTH:  That this Resolution will rule since its enactment in the Official Gazette.  
 
LEGAL BASIS:  Law N° 4 of May 15th, 1992. 
    Law Decree N°7 of February 10th, 1998 and its amendments. 
    Law Decree N° 8 of February 26th of 1998. 
    Resolution J.D. N°009-2001 of February 12th, 2001. 
    Resolution J.D. N° 003-2015 of January 27th, 2015. 
    Resolution ADM N°148-2011, of November 18th, 2011. 
    Resolution ADM N° 260-2014 of September 15th, 2014. 
 
 
 

TO BE COMMUNICATED, PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 
 
 
Given in the City of Panama, this twenty fourth (24th) day of the month of February, of 

the year two thousand and sixteen (2016). 
 
THE PRESIDENT      THE SECRETARY 
 
 
(UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE)     (UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE) 

ÁLVARO ANTONIO ALEMÁN HEALY   JORGE BARAKAT PITTY 
MINISTRY OF THE PRESIDENCY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 

MARITIME AUTHORITY 
 
 
AAAH/JBP/ES/icm 
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