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No. 28367  Official Gazette, Monday September 18th of 2017 

 

RESOLUTION ADM No.150-2017 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his 

legal faculties, and 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

 

That by Law No.4, of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama adopted the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended). 

 

That by Law Decree No. 7, of February 10th, 1998, is created the Panama Maritime Authority, and were 

unified the different maritime competencies of the public administration. 

 

That inside the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority, it is found the General Directorate of 

Seafarers, body of administrative services and of program execution, which its functioning and internal 

organization are adjusted to the specified in the Law Decree N°7, of February 10th, 1998, and besides of 

it, to the regulations dictated with regard to it. 

 

That according the numeral 1 of the Article 33, of Law Decree N°7, of February 10th, 1998, the General 

Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its functions, the compliance of 

the current legal standards on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of Seafarers, according 

with the established in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

In this sense, the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority should authorize, 

inspect and supervise the compliance of the education and training programs of any of the institutions in 

which knowledge is imparted regarding nautical education or maritime in general. 

 

That the Law Decree No. 8 of February 26th, by which regulates work at sea and waterways, and dictates 

other provisions, establishes in its Article 6, that the Panama Maritime Authority is the competent entity to 

exercise the functions to oversee for the strict compliance and effective application of the standards of 

training, certification and watchkeeping of Seafarers, enshrined in the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended). 

 

That through the Resolution J.D. No.045-2016 of August 1st of 2016, the Board of Directors of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, approved the national regulations for the training and certification for 

Seafarers in compliance with the demands imposed by the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended). 

 

That according with the Resolution ADM No. 148-2011 of November 18th, 2011, it was adopted the 

Resolution I in all its parts, and the Annex I of the Resolution 2 adopted on June 25th of 2010 through 

2010 Manila Amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978 (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and by its corresponding 

Seafarers’ Training, Certification and Watchkeeping Code, respectively. 

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), in its Article I, about general 

obligations contracted under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all 

Laws, Decrees, orders and necessary Regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to 

give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of the safety of 



life and property at sea, and the protection of the marine environment, Seafarers on board of vessels are 

qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

That such Convention establishes in the Regulation I/6, that Each Party will warrant that the training and 

assessment of seafarers prescribed by the Convention will be administered, supervised and monitored, 

and, the responsible ones of the training and assessment of the seafarers established by the Convention, 

are duly qualified for the type and training level or the corresponding assessment, according to the 

dispositions of Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code. 

 

That such Convention establishes in the Regulation I/8, that Each Party shall ensure that in accordance 

with the provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training activities, assessment of competence, 

certification, including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation, carried out under its authority 

by organisms or non-governmental entities are continuously monitored through a quality standards 

system to ensure achievement or defined objectives, including those concerning the qualifications and 

experience of instructors and assessors; and where governmental agencies or entities perform such 

activities, there shall be a quality standards system. 

 

That by virtue of the previous considerations and with the purpose of regulating the administrative 

dispositions of the Panama Maritime Authority, relating to an approved seagoing service for Assistant 

Deck Officer, Engineer Officer and Electro-technical Officer (Cadet), according to the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978 (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended), and by virtue of the faculties conferred to the Administrator by Law Decree 

N°7, of February 10th, 1998. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

FIRST:   For the purposes of this Resolution, shall be understood as an Assistant Deck Officer, 

Engineer Officer and Electro-technical Officer (Cadet), a person which is carrying out an 

approved training program to obtain the Certificate of Competence as Officer in Charge of a 

Navigational Watch, Officer in Charge of an Engineering Watch in a Manned Engine-room or 

Electro-technical Officer, according with the established in the Regulations II/1, III/1 and III/6 of 

the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

SECOND:  For the purposes of this Resolution, shall be understood as an approved seagoing service for 

Assistant Deck Officer, Engineer Officer and Electro-technical Officer (Cadet), the service 

provided on board of vessels, which is part of an approved training program by the General 

Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority and which will be considered for the 

expedition of the Certificate of Competence as Officer in Charge of a Navigational Watch, Officer 

in Charge of an Engineering Watch in a Manned Engine-room or Electro-technical Officer, 

according with the established in the Regulations II/1, III/1 and III/6, respectively, of the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

of 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended). 

 

THREE:  Approve the seagoing service for Assistant Deck Officer (Deck Cadet), which shall consist of an 

approved period of not less than twelve (12) months, in ships of 500 gross tonnage or more, of 

which at least: 

1. Shall perform deck Watchkeeping duties on ships navigating in waters of international 

jurisdiction for six (6) months and; 

2. The other six (6) months can perform on ships operating in jurisdictional waters of the 

Republic of Panama. 

During the twelve (12) months of required seagoing service, the deck cadet will be under the 

supervision of a Master or a qualified Officer. 

 

FOURTH:  Approve the seagoing service for Assistant Engineer Officer (Engine Cadet), which shall consist 

of an approved period of not less than twelve (12) months, in ships powered by main propulsion 

machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more, of which at least: 

1. Shall perform engineering Watchkeeping duties on ships navigating in waters of international 

jurisdiction under the supervision of a Chief Engineer or a qualified Officer for six (6) months and; 

2. The other six (6) months can be performed on: 



Ships operating in jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama, under the supervision of a 

Chief Engineer or a qualified Officer. 

Thermoelectric and/or naval repair workshops, under the supervision of qualified company 

personnel. 

 

FIFTH: Approve the seagoing service for Assistant Electro-technical Officer (Electro-technical Cadet), 

which shall consist of an approved period of not less than twelve (12) months, in ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more, of which at least: 

1. Shall perform engineering Watchkeeping duties on ships navigating in waters of international 

jurisdiction under the supervision of a Chief Engineer or a qualified Officer for six (6) months and; 

2. The other six (6) months can be performed on: 

Ships operating in jurisdictional waters of the Republic of Panama, under the supervision of a 

Chief Engineer or a qualified Officer. 

Electric generation and distribution companies and/or naval repair workshops for electrical 

equipment, under the supervision of qualified company personnel. 

 

SIXTH: Every Assistant Deck Officer, Engineer Officer and Electro-technical Officer (Cadet) that 

complies with the requirements established in this Resolution may request for the respective 

Certificate of Competence at the General Directorate of Seafarers. 

   

SEVENTH: To communicate that during the approved seagoing service for the Assistant Deck Officer, 

Engineer Officer and Electro-technical Officer (Cadet), the training must be recorded in a book 

suitable for this purpose. 

 

EIGHTH: The approved seagoing services for Assistant Deck Officer, Engineer Officer and Electro-

technical Officer (Cadet) will be applied in the training programs of Officer’s career in the 

Maritime University Centers authorized by this Maritime Administration in the Republic of 

Panama. 

 

NINETH: To instruct the General Director of Seafarers to communicate, by Circulars, the provisions of this 

Resolution. 

 

TENTH:   That this Resolution will enter into force since its publication in the Official Gazette of the 

Republic of Panama.  

 

LEGAL BASIS:   Law No.4, of May 15th of 1992. 

    Law Decree No. 7, of February 10th, 1998 and its amendments. 

    Law Decree No. 8, of February 26th, 1998 

    Resolution J.D. No.045-2016, of August 1st, 2016. 

Resolution ADM No.148-2011, of November 18th, 2011. 

     

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

 

Given in Panama City, at the twenty fourth (24th) day of August of the year two thousand and seventeen 

(2017). 

 

 

 

JORGE BARAKAT PITTY      MIGDALIA JAEN 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE      DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL OFFICE 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY     EXERCISING AS THE OFFICE’S 

SECRETARY, IN CHARGE 
JBP/MJ/icm 
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