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RESOLUTION ADM N° 269-2015 
 
 

THE ADMINISTRATOR, OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, 
IN USED OF HIS LEGAL FACULTIES, 

 
WHEREAS: 

 
 
That by Law Decree No.7 of February 10th, 1998, the Panama Maritime Authority was created, and among its functions are: recommend 
politics and actions; execute administrative acts; comply the legal and regulatory standards regarding the Maritime Sector.  
 
That among the functions of the Panama Maritime Authority is to ensure the strict compliance with the established in:  treaties, 
conventions and international instruments ratified by the Republic of Panama, regarding the Maritime Sector.  
 
That the Article 33 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10th, 1998, states the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 
Authority, has among its functions to enforce the current legal standards regarding education, training, certification and watchkeeping for 
seafarers, according with the established in the International Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama.  
 
That by Law No.4 of May 15th, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (STCW'78, as amended). 
 
That according with Resolution ADM No. 148-2011, the Republic of Panama adopted the 2010 Manila Amendments, of the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for the Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW'78, as amended). 
 
That according to Regulation I/9, and Section A-I/9 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for the Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW'78, as amended), every State Party will establish standards of medical fitness 
for seafarers, and procedures to issue medical certificates; in addition to ensuring that those responsible to evaluate the medical fitness of 
seafarers will be medical practitioners recognized for each State Party, in order to conduct medical examinations of the seafarers. 
 
That according with the Maritime Labour Convention of the International Labour Organization, 2006, ratified by the Republic of Panama 
through Law N°2 of January, 2009, the seafarers must not work on board of a ship: if they do not have a valid medical certificate which 
states their physical fitness to carry out their functions; and, all issued medical certificates according with the requirements to the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for the Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW'78, as 
amended); all the above is in compliance with the Regulation I/9 and Section A-I/9 of the Training Code. 
 
Pursuant to paragraph 4 of the standard A1.2 of the Maritime Labour Convention, MLC, 2006, the medical certificate must be issue by a 
physician duly qualified, who is recognized by the competent authority to issue such certificate. 
 
That the General Directorate of Seafarers is in charge of determining the physicians duly qualified to emit the medical certificates of the 
seafarers hired in Panamanian flag vessels.  
 
Due to the high amount of paperwork of seafarers’ certification in the Republic of the Philippines, it is necessary to established a 
specialized regulation, which implement the procedure that the Panama Maritime Authority grant recognition to physicians, in order to 
undergo medical evaluation to the seafarers in the Philippines. 
 
That attending all mentioned above, the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority,  

 
RESOLVES: 

 
ARTICLE ONE: It is regulated the procedure which manage the recognition’s application towards the Panama Maritime 

Authority, regarding the qualified and authorized physicians, by the Republic of the Philippines, to 
conduct the medical examination to the seafarers in the Philippines, according with the established in the   
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for the Seafarers, 
1978, as amended (STCW'78, as amended); the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006; and, the guidelines 
of the International Labour Organization; and those interested in being recognized by the Panama 
Maritime Authority. 

 
 
ARTICLE TWO: According to the established in the Article One of this Resolution, the qualified and recognized 

physicians of the Republic of the Philippines, who request the recognition of the Panama Maritime 



Authority, must show to this General Directorate of Seafarers Maritime Training Center the compliance 
of these requirements: 
a) Written request addressed to the General Directorate of Seafarers. 
b) Two (2) passport-size photos. 
c) Authenticated photocopy of the certificate of suitability issued by the competent Health Authority 

of the Republic of the Philippines. 
d) Authenticated photocopy of the authorization to issue medical certificates to the seafarers issued 

by the Maritime Administration of the Republic of the Philippines, in order to perform medical 
recognitions to the seafarers, according with the established in the Convention STCW ’78, as 
amended, and the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006. 

e) Curriculum Vitae with their general information. 
f) Certificates evidencing their knowledge and/or experience in workplace health, or maritime work 

health. 
g) Having facilities will allow to him doing all the medical exams, with: cleanliness conditions; and, 

with the corresponding respect of confidentiality, and person’s privacy. 
h) The payment established by the Resolution J.D. N° 020-2013 of August 22nd, 2013. 

 
 
ARTICLE THREE: The physicians, who request the recognition to the Panama Maritime Authority, must be subject of an 

interview; and, his medical facilities of an inspection. 
 
The medical exams will be done only in the medical facilities previously inspected and authorized by 
the Panama Maritime Authority for such purpose. 

  
 

ARTICLE FOUR: The authorization issued by the Panama Maritime of Panama, will remain in force for three (3) years. 
 
Three (3) months before that due date, the physicians may request his willingness of staying in the 
recognized physician’s list, with a written note with the documentation described in the Article Two. 
 

 
ARTICLE FIVE: The Maritime Labour Affairs Department of the General Directorate of Seafarers will have a file of 

every recognized physician, which has the following information: 
a) The application request. 
b) The curriculum vitae with his general information. 
c) Two (2) passport-size photos. 
d) Authenticated photocopy of the certificate of suitability issued in the Republic of the Philippines. 
e) Certificates evidencing their knowledge and/or experience in workplace health or maritime work 

health. 
f) Copy of the Resolution of the Panama Maritime Authority, which resolves the physicians’ request 

who applied to this recognition. 
g) Copy of the Interview and Inspection Report to the medical facilities, where the physician will 

perform all the exams, and issue all the medical certificates. 
 

 
ARTICLE SIX: The physicians will be professionally independent of the ship-owners, seafarers, and representatives, in 

order to execute their medical criteria, regarding their medical exam’s procedures.  The physician 
whether is an employee or is under a working contract with a maritime company or seafarer’s placement 
agency; his working conditions, or his respective contract, must meet the regulatory standards of the 
exams performed. 

 
 
ARTICLE SEVEN: The General Directorate of Seafarers will have a list of the recognized physicians of the Republic of the 

Philippines to perform the medical exams for seafarers, and issue the medical certificates. Such list will 
be available for the seafarers, competent authorities of other countries, companies, representative 
organizations of seafarers, and all interested people. 

 
 

ARTICLE EIGHT: The general Directorate of Seafarers will count with the quality assurance procedure, to ensure that the 
medical examinations will be adjusted to the required standards. The procedure will apply to: 



a) The investigation of complains of the ship-owners, seafarers, their representatives; regarding their 
applicable procedures to the medical recognitions and the authorized physicians.  

b) The gathering and analysis of information of the unbiased data obtained by the authorized 
physicians, regarding the number of performed recognitions and their results. 

c) Review program, and inspections of the records of the physicians in charge of the recognitions. 
 

 
ARTICLE NINE: If it is determined that a recognized physician has stop of fulfilling the necessary requirements for such 

recognition -as a result of a new medical recognition, complaint, procedure of audits, or for other 
reasons-, then, the General Directorate of Seafarers will withdraw, through a reasoned resolution, the 
authorization to perform the medical recognitions and, the right to issue the medical certificates for the 
seafarers. 

 
 

ARTICLE TEN: The physicians names, who the recognitions have been withdraw, must stay in the list of recognized 
physicians during the following 24 months of the resolution notification –in which the medical 
recognition has been withdrawn-. A remark, pointing they are no longer recognized by the General 
Directorate of Seafarers to perform the medical exams and issue the medical certificate for seafarers, 
will be on the list.  

 
 

ARTICLE ELEVEN:  The medical certificates of the seafarer must be filled in the English language.  
 
 
ARTICLE TWELVE:  The physicians recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority are prohibited to issue medical 

certificates for people under 18 years old. 
 
 
ARTICLE THIRTEEN:   The seafarers’ physicians must verify the seafarers’ identity before starting the medical exam. 
 
 
ARTICLE FOURTEEN:  The seafarers’ medical recognition, and the medical certificates issued by the physicians recognized by 

the Republic of the Philippines, must carry out the established minimum requirements stated on the 
Section A-I/9 of the Convention STCW ’78, as amended. Such documents must be recorded in the 
format adopted by the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 
 
ARTICLE FIFTEEN: This resolution rules will be in force from it publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of 

Panama. 
 
 
LAW BASIS:  Law No.2 of January 6th, 2009. 
   Law No.4 of March 15th, 1992. 
   Law Decree N ° 7 of February 10th, 1998, and its modifications. 
   Resolution J.D. N°020-2013 of August 22nd, 2013. 
 
 

COMMUNICATE, PUBLISH AND COMPLY 
 
 
Given in the City of Panama, this eighteenth (18) day of the month of December of the year two thousand and fifteen (2015). 
 
 
 
 
 
(UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE)     (UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE) 
 
JORGE BARAKAT PITTY      EDUARDO SEGURA 
ADMINISTRATOR OF      DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL OFFICE, 
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY      ACTING AS THE JUDICIAL SECRETARY 
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