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RESOLUTION ADM N° 276-2015 
 
 

THE ADMINISTRATOR, OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, 
IN USED OF HIS LEGAL FACULTIES, AND 

 
 

WHEREAS: 
 

 
That by Law Decree N ° 7 of February 10th, 1998, was created the Panama Maritime Authority and 
among its function were established to: recommend policies and actions; execute administrative 
acts; as well as enforce the legal and regulatory standards regarding the maritime sector.  
 
That the Article 3 of Law Decree N°7 of February 10th, 1998, establishes as main objectives of the 
Panama Maritime Authority to manage, promote, regulate, project and execute policies, strategies, 
legal and regulative standards, plans and programs that are directly, indirectly and connectively 
related with the performance of the maritime sector. 
 
That through Law N°4 of May 15th of 1992, the Republic of Panama has become a Party of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 
1978, as amended (STCW’78, as amended), in which the minimum standards of training and 
certification for seafarers on board of ships has been established. 
 
The International Maritime Organization (IMO) on July 25th, 2010 adopted, the Resolutions 1 and 2 
of the Conference of the Parties of Manila 2010 (2010 Manila Amendments), the amendments to 
the Code of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, and the 
amendments of the Code of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers [STCW Code], 
which entered into force on January 1st, 2012. 
 
That the Article 12 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers’ 78, as amended, stipulates that such Convention can be amended 
having examined within the International Maritime Organization (IMO), or through a Conference of 
Contracting Governments. 
 
That through Resolution MSC.373 (93) of the Maritime Security Committee of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) on May 22nd, 2014, new amendments to the  International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (Training 
Convention) were adopted, in order to grant mandatory basis to the usage of the III Code, 
Instruments Implementation Code; and through the Resolution MSC.374 (93), of May 22nd, 2014, 
the amendments of the Code of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW 
Code) were adopted. 
 



That through Resolution J.D. N°055-2008 of September 18th, 2008, the Administrator of the 
Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate the technical topics that are competence of 
this institution, and for legal provisions are not ascribed to the General Directorate of this entity, 
related with the enforcement of the international conventions in maritime affairs. 
 
That to ensure the effectiveness and control of the Panamanian Maritime Authority in the 
implementation of the voluntary audits of the IMO to the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, (STCW 78, as 
amended) and its Code of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers [STCW Code], it 
should be updated the mandatory instruments in which Panama is signatory; therefore, 
 

RESOLVES: 
 
FIRST: TO ADOPT the established amendments in the Resolutions MSC.373 (93) and 

MSC.374 (93), both of May 22nd of 2014, related to the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, , Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 
amended, (STCW ’78, as amended) related to the new Regulation I/16 and the 
amendment of the Regulation I/1.36, as well as the amendment of the Code on 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Code), related to 
the new Section A-1/16 and the amendment of the note 6 and note 7 of the table A-
I/9. 

 
SECOND: TO APPLY the Resolution MSC.373 (93) and MSC.374 (93), both of May 22nd of 

2014, which establish amendments to the Convention and the International Code on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 
amended, (STCW’78, as amended), respectively; in virtue of the scope of 
responsibilities of the Panamanian Maritime Administration in conformity with 
such Convention and Code, unifying the existing parts. 

 
THIRD: That the General Directorate of Seafarers can rule the content of the provisions of 

this Resolution, as well as to establish related interpretation criteria through 
circulars. 

 
FOURTH: TO COMMUNICATE the content of this Resolution to: all Panama Maritime 

Authority’s offices that work closely with this topic, users, legal representatives, 
Recognized Organizations, Merchant Marine Consulates, Inspectorates, Authorized 
Offices, Regional Documentation Offices and Maritime Training Centers. 

 
FIVE: That this Resolution repeals any provisions which contradict it.  
 
SIXTH: That this Resolution will enter into force upon its publication in the Official Gazette 

of the Republic of Panama. 
 
 



 
TO BE COMMUNICATED, PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

 
 
Given in the City of Panama, this twenty-eighth (28th) day of the month of December, of the year 
two thousand and fifteen (2015). 
 

(UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE) 
JORGE BARAKAT PITTY 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

(UNINTELLIGIBLE SIGNATURE) 
EDUARDO SEGURA 
DIRECTOR OF THE LEGAL ADVISOR OFFICE, 
ACTING AS A SECRETARY OF THE OFFICE

 
 

JBP/ES/icm 
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